
  

GOOD Times and BIG Issues 
The annual Shiplake Party & Picnic  

took place on Sunday 12th June and is 
followed by various 'summer events' in the 
area, not least the Wargrave and Shiplake 
Regatta on August 5th and 6th. The summer 
is a good time to be in and around Shiplake 
and you can find out more on the website 
and in this newsletter. There are, however, 
other more serious big issues on the horizon 
that will have an impact on Shiplake: Some 
of these including Thames Farm, 
electrification of the branch line,  and a third 
bridge over the Thames were the subject of 
'healthy debate' at the recent Annual Parish 
Meeting (APM), and are featured in the 
newsletter.  

Long term and past residents often say 
how much the villages have changed over 
the years; change is often good but can also 
have a detrimental effect. Extension of the 
AONB would be a very good thing. 

 Let us know your views whilst enjoying the 
summer via: feedback@shiplakevillages.com  

 

Party & Picnic 
The Queen’s Birthday Party and Picnic was a ‘nomadic’ 

event. It was raining slightly in the morning so the event was 
set up in the Memorial Hall, which was decorated 
throughout with Union Jacks. By 1pm the hall was almost 
full and the rain had stopped, so  tables  were set up outside 
in the Nursery play area, alongside the Loddon bar. Later on, 
tables, chairs and picnics spread also to the field. 

All of the five live music performances were in the Hall – 
‘Young musicians from Magoos’; The Community Choir, 
‘Undercurrent’ ‘Rywolf’ and Ashley Stone. 

 Children aged 1 year and over ran in the Fun Run, many 
accompanied by slightly reluctant parents. The Tugs of War 
then attracted fierce rivalry. The children’s events seem 
mostly to have been won by the girls .The champions – The 
Baskerville -  fought off a worthy challenge from a team of 
‘all comers’ and were awarded the trophy for the third year. 

The Queen’s birthday cake was a massive and spectacular 
construction. It was ceremonially cut by two special 
Shiplake guests - Mavis Saward and Eric Davies - both of 
whom, like the queen, are 90 this year.  Despite the crowd 
there was more than enough cake to go around and two 
quarters of the cake were later delivered to the Tower 

House and the Lashbrook nursing homes. 
The Nursery ran a Craft Centre making crowns. There was face 

painting, and SHADDO provided dressing up costumes – but it 
wasn’t clear where the gorilla or the shark came from! 

Crowns were worn by adults and children, and the Best Crown 
competition finished with ‘Olympic style’ parades and trophies 
awarded by the Special Guests, in three age categories. 

Helium balloons were available for release in a race. The 
longest flight will be announced on the Shiplake website. Two 
balloons that flew inside the Hall might not win! 
Ray Wild 
(Continued together with photographs on page 5) 

 

Expert Knowledge 
Midst everybody getting on with their daily lives in the 

villages, we are often surprised at the amount of expert 
knowledge and talent of residents; botanists, mathematicians, 
musicians, legal eagles, management, technology, education, 
media, real estate and financial consultants, authors, artists .... 

The parish tries to have knowledge and skills on the council 
which enable it to be most effective in meeting its 
responsibilities on behalf of the community. We do not always 
have all we need and it would be a BIG help to have access to 
relevant expert knowledge when we need it.   
(Continued on page 3) 
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Big Issue No. 1:Electrification of the Branch Line 
Network Rail (NR) met with the Parish Council (PC) and 

Villages Plan (SVP) members in April to discuss key aspects of 
the branch line electrification project.  All agreed this will 
have a significant effect on the community. A detailed note 
on the main points and timelines is on the website, as future 
updates will be:  www.shiplakevillages.com  

A brief summary is as follows: 
The project authorisation is expected in autumn this year 

with construction potentially starting mid-2017. The duration 
of the majority of the project is estimated to be 6 to 12 
months, dependent on whether the work is done primarily 
overnight or during the day. The vegetation clearance is done 
early in the project (2017) and, along with the infrastructure 
deployed, is environmentally the most sensitive visual aspect 
of concern. Discussion will take place with NR to try to 
mitigate the impact. 

A positive aspect is the 
proposed use of masts, 
rather than heavy duty 
stanchions (see photo), and 
the line will be powered 
from the main line, 
requiring less intrusive 
power units along the 
branch line.   

We have requested all the 
track on the line be 
upgraded to ‘welded rail’* 
to reduce noise and 
maintenance requirements. 
For improved safety, double 
barriers at the level crossing 
have been requested along 
with a ‘de-cluttering’ of the 
signage.   

Electrical wiring takes 
place later in the project, 
followed by trials prior to 
projected ‘go live’ by end of 2018. The potential for a cycle 
path along the line to Henley will be responded to (Yes or No 
in principle) by mid-2017. 

*Line between Shiplake and Henley is already ‘welded rail’. 
A question for rail buffs: why doesn't welded rail buckle in 

hot weather? Answers to feedback@shiplakevillages.com 

From a bygone era. A Paddington to Salisbury special hauled 

by The Flying Scotsman as it passes through Twyford on 21st 

May 2016 

Big Issue No. 2: 10 Reasons to Reject the 
Thames Farm Application 

We understand that the application will be heard at the 
SODC Planning Committee Meeting later in July. The parish 
council thanks everyone for their responses to the 
application, the vast majority of which object to it. As the 
application is contrary to the SODC Core Strategy and the 
approved Joint Henley and Harpsden Neighbourhood Plan it 
should be rejected. It is also an unsustainable development 
site for many reasons. However, given the large profits to 
gained by the applicant and developers, should the 
application be rejected, it is likely this matter will rumble on. 
The '10 Good Reasons to Reject the Application' continue to 
apply:  

 
1. Little changed from the previous version, which was 
rejected by the community, SODC and the Planning Appeal 
Inspector.  
2. Conflicts with SODC Core Strategy for housing.  
3. Conflicts with the Henley & Harpsden Neighbourhood 
Plan – site was considered and rejected by the community.  
4. A greenfield site outside village boundaries.  
5. Such high density housing conflicts with the rural 
character of the area - applicants refer to the proposal as an 
'urban extension'.  
6. It would represent an overwhelming 20% increase in the 
size of the village.  
7. No nearby school places available with young children 
having to be ‘bussed’ to distant schools.  
8. Pedestrian and cyclist access on A4155 is dangerous and 
access to Shiplake is impractical and fundamentally unsafe.  
9. There are no robust plans for sustainable travel.  
10. The development represents ‘urbanisation’ leading to 
the amalgamation of Shiplake and Harpsden into Henley, 
with increased traffic congestion and air pollution, already a 
major issue.  

Your Village Needs Your Support 

As always on this issue further updates will be provided on 

the website.  

 

Broadband Update 
A little belatedly OxOnline are now promoting the 

availability of 'fibre-enabled/superfast broadband'  on the 
new cabinet at the Reading Road/Mill Road Junction. They 
refer to it as Wargrave* Cabinet 11 serving 11 postcodes: 

RG9 4BL, RG9 4BS, RG9 4BT, RG9 4BU, RG9 4BY, RG9 4DA, 
RG9 4DD, RG9 4DF, RG9 4DG, RG0 4DN and RG9 4DW  

There appear to have been some 'procedural' issues with 
ISP's getting access to this cabinet, which has affected 
Shiplake Cross residents primarily. If you have not yet 
upgraded your service, there should no longer be any 
difficulties BUT make sure to state you want  'fibre-enabled/
superfast broadband' and you should be able to get a service 
delivering download speeds above 24Mbps. 

We recommend you be persistent with your ISP/BT 
particularly if wanting access to cabinet 11. Also if 
performance is poor after installation request an engineer 
visit and a new wall socket at point entry to the house. 

This update very likely concludes the efforts of the SVP 
team tasked with ensuring Shiplake has fibre based high 
speed broadband. Details on how you can take advantage of 
it are in the SVP section of the website, along with 
appropriate links to OxOnline and other information. 

 

 

Stanchions for overhead cables 



3 

Council Matters 

Annual Parish Meeting-Issues Discussed 
It was good to see such a good turnout at the Annual Parish 

Meeting on the 28th April, which included healthy debate 
with some robust questioning of our local MP, John Howell, 
as well as questions for the parish council and local elected 
officers. 

John Howell was very strong is his objection to the Thames 
Farm planning application, following approval of the Henley & 
Harpsden Neighbourhood Plan. He outlined the measures he 
is taking within parliament to strengthen the support for 
authorities with existing approved planning strategies.  Once 
enacted these would strengthen the District Council's 
position on rejecting housing development applications 
outside of their core strategy. It was also pleasing to note that 
he would add his support to the cycle path proposal alongside 
the railway line from Shiplake to Henley. 

 We were pleasantly surprised to learn that we have the 
possibility of having the local Area of Outstanding Beauty 
(AONB) reviewed as early as 2018. Shiplake will continue to 
lead on this with neighbouring parishes and the Chilterns 
Conservation Board, to ensure that we are in the driving seat 
for change to be included within the AONB. 

Returning briefly to the proposed Thames Farm 
development, the parish council would like to thank all those 
residents who have formally responded to this application - 
whatever views expressed - as it does show to the 
planners the concerns of the community regarding this 
development. 

For those that could not attend the APM, a copy of the full 
presentation is on the council pages of the website  
www.shiplakevillages.com  

Tudor Taylor – Chairman, Shiplake Parish Council 

 

 BIG Issue No. 3: Local Councils Want Changes 
Many people are puzzled about the difference between 

District Councils and Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). At the 
most basic level, Districts empty your bins and do planning, 
whilst OCC does roads, social care and education. Why can't 
we have just one council? We could and they are referred to 
as Unitary Councils e.g Reading. This is the ‘Unitary Debate’ 
you will begin to hear about. On the surface this will all sound 
boring but it will affect you. 

It could mean that we might feel rather less neglected in the 
southern-most part of Oxfordshire and the general consensus 
appears to be in favour of unitary councils. The proposed 
form of unitary council(s) in Oxfordshire is the key question? 
County and District councils strongly disagree on the way 
forward, as referenced in David Bartholomew’s (local OCC 
Councillor) recent article on the Shiplake villages website. 
Who thinks what? 

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) favours a single unitary 
council for the whole of Oxfordshire but is considering other 
possibilities, whilst the existing District and Oxford City 
Councils strongly favour transitioning to  four Unitary Councils 
and the abolition of OCC. 

The proposals appear to include an unelected quango to be 
known as a 'Combined Authority' to take on areas of 
responsibility currently with OCC, such as social care, health, 
education and major road projects??? 

Studies will be finished in June/July and it is anticipated that 
Greg Clark, the Secretary of State for the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG), will rule on them 
in the autumn, following a period of public consultation.  
Boring and complicated it does sound BUT the changes will 

affect us all. Will they be GOOD or BAD??  
If you want a more informed view before whatever 

consultations take place you can go to 
www.shiplakevillages.com and see the ‘Local Councils Want 
Changes...and they are afoot!’ article in the Council pages, 
including David Bartholomew’s views and those of the 
Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils ( OALC) in their May 
2016 newsletter. 

 

BIG Issue No. 4: Third Reading Bridge 
Berkshire councils and local enterprises are campaigning 

vigorously for a new Thames crossing from the end of the 
A329(M) in east Reading to Caversham Park Village on the 
Reading-Henley Road (A4155). It is estimated it will remove 
55,00 cars a day out of the centre of Reading! There is 
obviously an issue to be resolved and certainly there are 
advantages to commuters in South Oxfordshire of better 
access to the M4. There are also serious concerns about the 
impact on the local area; where all the ‘diverted’ traffic will 
go and how much new traffic will be generated? Reading also 
has a desire to fulfil its housing needs by having more houses 
built to the north of Emmer Green towards Sonning Common. 

Dotted red line shows location of 3rd Bridge 

An Initial traffic study on traffic projections and flows 
appears to have ‘morphed’ into a Strategic Outline Business 
Case (SOBC) for local authorities and MP’s to consider. It is to 
be hoped that this will be an objective exercise with 
appropriate consideration of what might well be unintended 
consequences for South Oxfordshire. An initial report is 
expected in the autumn when an update on the website will 
be provided by Cllr David Bartholomew (OCC).  See David’s 
related article on the Council pages of the website: 
www.shiplakevillages.com for further information and 
updates. The parish council will take a view during the 
appropriate consultation process.  

 
Expert Knowledge (continued from page1) 
We appreciate people can be self conscious and modest 
about their expertise and may feel a little reticent in 
suggesting they are an 'expert'; they may be unlikely to put 
their own names forward. Perhaps partners and friends might 
recommend  people they know with a particular skill. We will 
always kindly ask anyone suggested  before their name is 
referenced or support asked for. 

Could you help? Would you be willing to provide guidance 
when we might need it? If so, we would be delighted to hear 
from you by contacting Roger Hudson, Parish Clerk, via 
email: shiplakepc@hotmail.com or on 07809 829628.  We will 
naturally respect confidentiality requests with all contacts. 
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Wargrave & Shiplake Regatta-more good times! 
Everyone should have the dates of the regatta, 5th and 6th 

August, in their calendars.  There are also two free training 
days taking place at Wargrave Boat Club on Sunday 26th June 
and Sunday 10th July,  providing an opportunity for people to 
come and try different events with expert coaching on hand. 
A river taxi will be available to take people across the river 
from Shiplake - ‘pick up’ will be opposite the Boat Club on the 
Regatta field. The regatta practice sessions run from Monday 
18th July to Wednesday 3rd August.  

The Swim will be 
take place, again 
on Saturday 
morning, before 
racing. In addition 
to the 1000m and 
2000m options, 
we have 'go with 
the flow' - the 
opportunity just 
to swim 
downstream with 
the current – 
which is perfect 
for those new to 
open water swimming or prefer a more leisurely approach. 

So, lots of opportunities for having a good time and enough 
time to get fit for the races. Details of how to enter the 
Regatta can be found on the Regatta website: 
www.wsregatta.co.uk 

 

Memorial Hall Update 
Shiplake Memorial Hall continues to be well used by the 

community, and by visitors from further afield, who find the 
beautiful main hall and the charming rural surrounds ideal for 
family celebrations. The income  we receive from these 
hirings is very welcome and covers the running costs of the 
hall. The costs associated with the upkeep of a building over 
90 years old are substantial and we continue to be heavily 
reliant on donations and grants to balance the books. 

This year already we have replaced the rotting window 
frames of the main hall with new pvc windows and, in the 
next twelve months, we plan to undertake a first stage of 
building repairs to the Nursery building, as well as a major 
drainage project to reduce the flooding risk in the hall garden. 
We are very grateful for the financial and other support of the 
local parish councils, and other organisations, in these 
endeavours. 

 We are trying to increase revenue through attracting more 
events to the hall. Already this year we have new classes in 
Tai Chi, and Hula Hoop dancing (see the village website 
calendar for details and dates). We are hoping that Vintage 
Fairs will become a regular feature in the calendar – the first 
is planned for 25th September – and we have introduced a 
special offer for commercial sales and exhibitions whereby, if 
we have no other bookings for a weekend a week or two in 
advance, we offer the hall out at a discount. 

 Our newest offer is specifically aimed at fund raising events 
for registered charities. Called the “Friday Fund-Raiser 
Package”  it offers the full facilities of the hall on a Friday 
evening for a discount of up to 50% on our normal rates. It 
offers two options – a hire from 6pm to 11pm for £100 and a 
hire from 5pm to midnight for £115. It’s available now, for 
bookings from 1st October to 31st March 2017. For further 
details contact bookings@shiplakehall.com or visit the 
www.shiplakehall.com website. 

The Villages’ Website – what does it do for you? 
Created in response to a Village Plan request for  better 

communications on all that is happening in and around 

Shiplake’s Villages and how to keep in touch with local 

businesses, social clubs and events.  

• Key Pages are: Community, Local Area, Council 
Matters, Local Businesses, Forum & Kid’s Corner 

• 451 Registered Users (March 2016) plus internet 
searches by many others 

• Registered Users receive immediate email 
‘Notifications’ on initiatives and key events as they 
happen.  

• Recent ‘7 day’ usage had over 1250 page views with 
Home page, Planning, the Forum, Community Choir & 
Bell Ringers (Queen’s Birthday!) most viewed 

• Instant surveys can be conducted – the recent ‘online’ 
survey showed 80% use the site weekly or when 
notifications received, with the ‘new’ Home page, 
Forum and Notifications features the most popular 
pages. 

• Value of Forum underlined by 1,726 views to date on 
BROADBAND installation in Shiplake!  

• New ‘Live Links’ to OCC/SODC/Rail/Weather/Flooding 
websites increasingly accessed 

• Twitter and Facebook less popular for many residents 
but an important feature for others. 

The target is 600+ registered users – anyone not registered, 
simply register on the website www.shiplakevillages.com or 
email feedback@shiplakevillages.com with your name and we 
will set you up as registered user to receive notifications 
keeping you in touch with everything that is happening in the 
villages. 

 

View from the Rectory-Thoughts from a moving 

place … 
Many in the Benefice of Shiplake with Dunsden and 

Harpsden bade a fond farewell to the Lord and Lady 
Phillimore at the garden party they hosted in April. Sun shone 
on arrival, daffodils danced beside the pathway to the 
marquee, and we were invited to explore the grounds with its 
many areas of varying spring delights, places in which to catch 
up with old friends and enjoy all that a spring garden can 
offer. Gifts and words were but a token of thanks for their 
support for so many years in so many ways. We now wait to 
welcome their next generation to our community. 

Change looms large in many ways. As I write, the shortlisting 
of applicants for the rector’s position approaches with 
interviews and elections in May. Then there is the EU 
referendum in June. I do ask that you pray for wisdom for us 
all as we make choices that impact others and, of course, for 
those who will hold positions of responsibility afterwards.  

Seeking to follow the ways of Jesus will take me to Australia 
in June – more of that in the next issue. May you know God is 
holding you in the palm of his hand – wherever that may be. 

  

More thoughts from a moving place … 
The longest lived and longest reigning monarch – what 

changes she has seen and shared. Faith has clearly played a 
significant part in the life of our queen. Watching the ways in 
which Her Majesty was honoured on her 90

th
 birthday in 

April, and planning how to celebrate locally in the weekend of 
June 10-12, reminds us that duty and service is valued and 
respected.  
(Continued on page 6) 
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Party & Picnic (continued from page 1) 

Almost 300 people enjoyed the event. Special thanks are due to Shiplake College, 
Shiplake Farm, the Bowls Club, the Nursery, SHADDO, Tesco, SODC, the bar, the tea and 
coffee and food providers, musicians (all performed free), MC, the organizers and 
helpers.   
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More thoughts from a moving place … (continued 

from page 4) 
I want to thank the unnamed givers and servers in our 
community – you may not see yourselves that way, but 

others would describe you as generous and thoughtful, 
attentive and going the extra mile. Like the queen – always 
smiling? 

It has been a privilege to serve church and community 
during the interregnum and with that came new perspective. 
It has also been a challenge and for the many who have risen 
to the challenge with me – what a wonderful team – thank 
you. Long may you continue? 
 
Revd. Pam Gordon 
More information about Pam’s Australian challenge can be 
found on the website at www.shiplakevillages.com 
 

(Note: The new Rector, Revd. Robert Thewsey will be taking 
up his new position on 15th September.  He is currently the 
Rector for Boscastle and Tintagel.)  
 

Gardening—Creative & Social Lighting 
As I write the sun is blazing down onto lush, fresh green 

growth and spring flowers fully emergent from their season 
of slumber.  We look forward to lazy days in our gardens, 
evenings spent with 
friends and family, 
and a whole summer 
ahead to enjoy the 
extended light, and 
(hopefully) good 
weather. 

As soon as the sun 
starts to shine, many 
people put their 
finishing touches to 
their garden; putting 
in that pond they 
were always meaning 
to dig out, building 
that BBQ, in some 
cases, giving their 
gardens a completely 
new look.  Often, one 
very important, key 
element is very 
overlooked – lighting. 

When it comes to 
garden lighting most 
people only think about illuminating the front door area or 
putting in harsh security lighting to give a sense of occupancy, 
but it can be so much more. 

With an ever increasing number of people working long 
hours, carefully lit, a garden can extend your enjoyment of 
the garden well into the evening and very importantly into 
the winter, when we actually spend more time looking into it 
than spending time in it.   

In the day time, light levels are all of the same intensity. On 
sunny days we have the play of shadow, the movement of 
light on water, dancing against a wall, Pergola lines stretched 
across a patio, but most of the time nothing is highlighted, or 
made a feature of. 

At night, a special tree up-lighted, a large one moonlit so it 
casts a warm puddle of light over the ground below, or a 
water feature with submerged light, can have an incredible 
effect in a garden, turning smaller gardens into an extension 

of your living space.  Lighting can be used to create beautiful 
patterns along pathways or against walls. 

Even if your budget doesn’t stretch to lighting at the onset 
of your project, but you would like to put it into your garden 
plans in the future, try and incorporate it at the planning 
stage to avoid extra expense retro fitting at a later date and 
having to disguise large transformer boxes. At the initial 
implementation of your garden, try and put in ducting to 
allow for cables to be added for when the budget will allow.  
When you do finally add the lighting, make sure that the 
transformer is powerful enough to allow you to increase the 
bulb size should you wish to have stronger lighting. 

Including lighting in your garden can really transform your 
experience of the garden, but you need to take into 
consideration light pollution as you shouldn’t be causing any 
disturbance to your neighbours or wildlife.  

If you would like any advice on garden lighting, feel free to 
contact me and I would be very happy to guide you.  

 
Ana Mari Bull– anamaribull@yahoo.com 
The full article with more details  about garden lighting can 
found at www.shiplakevillages.com 
 

Shiplake Farm Bulletin – May 2016 
After a cold April it is great to have some warm weather at 

last.  Our spring sown crops of linseed and poppies have been 
sitting still since we planted them at the beginning of April 
but now things have warmed up they will romp away.           
This year we have sown linseed beside Memorial Avenue.  
You will be able to recognise it later in the summer by its blue 
flowers which produce new petals every day. We are growing 
a special variety which is high in Omega 3 and will be sold to 
dairy farmers.  When it is fed to dairy cows with grass, the 
linseed increases the Omega 3 in the cow's milk and the dairy 
farmer is paid a premium as a result.  We are still busy loading 
last harvest’s wheat from our stores and into lorries before it 
heads off to flour mills across the South of England.  Another 
record harvest worldwide has depressed prices for a second 
year running but the milling quality of our grain had been 
excellent, which has offset some of the dip in prices. This is a 
testament to how hard the whole team worked to harvest the 
wheat before the wet weather arrived in late August.  

Another Open Farm Sunday was hosted on Sunday 5
th

 June.  
As well as the usual attractions such as trailer rides and a 

machinery display, this year  also had a barbeque with beef 
from White Pond Farm in Stonor.   

As always, entry was free.  We really enjoyed seeing you 
there! www.farmsunday.org 

 
Stephen Doble-Shiplake Farm 
 
 

Roomble.com 
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Learning is Fun 
Shiplake College  

As I get older, time seems to speed up – indeed, this year 
has flown by or is it perhaps simply because of all that we at 
Shiplake College have packed into the timetable since the 
beginning of the year. Most noticeably, we bid farewell to 
Deputy Head Academic Mr Ian Munro, and appointed Dr 
Gareth Hughes to replace him. Gareth will join us from Radley 
College in September, and we await his arrival eagerly. 
Teachers Mr Chris Ham and Mr Joel Rowlinson also left our 
ranks, and we have welcomed Mr Richard Curran as Director 
of Music and Mr Tom Bayley as teacher of Design and 
Technology. 

The Lower School became thespians in the Drama 
Department’s spectacular production of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Treasure Island, performing a contemporary 
version of the popular classic during February. The Chamber 
Choir and Scholars’ concert took place in Christ Church, 
Henley, at the end of April, and the church was packed with 
supporters. It was an exquisite evening of music. Year 7 pupils 
became involved with the Institute of Engineering and 
Technology’s Faraday Challenge, a coding competition which 
challenged participants to create products to use in the 
home. Author and mountaineer Matt Dickinson came in to 
speak to pupils about his career and summiting Everest; 
pupils were utterly captivated. Our catering team also 
became award-winning: manager Blain Shepherd won 
‘Overall Manager of the Year for Independent Schools’, chef 
Mauricio Manglicmot won ‘Senior Chef of the Year for 
Independent Schools’, and Food Service Assistant Geoff 
Searle won the prestigious ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’.  

Plenty has also been happening outside the classroom (and 
theatre) walls; pupils working towards their Duke of 
Edinburgh awards visited the Brecon Beacons and the 
Chilterns, to complete the Silver and Bronze qualifying 
expeditions. Sixth Form Geographers went a little further 
afield, travelling to Iceland on a once-in-a-lifetime trip, to 
learn about many of the world’s natural wonders. College 
athletes also spent time abroad; hockey players headed to a 
very chilly Amsterdam to play a series of international 
opponents, and tennis, cricket and netball players were 
bound for warmer climes, travelling to Barbados on a highly 
successful sports tour. 

The rowing season has also kicked off in fantastic style – the 
2nd VIII crew won first place in their race at BASHER, where 
they took on winners of the Schools Head. The 1st VIII had an 
outstanding race at the Schools Head, starting from 10th 

position and ending in 2nd position, ahead of Eton College 
and Abingdon School. 

Exciting events are in the Shiplake calendar, and it is a great 
pleasure when members of the local community are able to 
join us there. A fundraising dinner for Gap Africa took place 
on Saturday 21 May. The PA Summer Ball is also open to the 
local community; a black tie event held at the College on 
Saturday 18 June, the ball was a wonderful night. and Please 
visit the Shiplake College website for more information. For 
keen sportsmen and women, there is a Touch Rugby and Beer 
Festival being held on Saturday 10 September. It was a 
resounding success last year and this year we are very 
hopeful to have a team of community members to participate 
in the touch rugby tournament. Please email organiser Chelsi 
Challis at cchallis@shiplake.org.uk if you are able to play, or 
would like further information. 

 
With warm, good wishes 
Gregg Davies, Headmaster 

Shiplake Village Nursery – Summer Term 
With the sun shining and warmer days afoot, the Nursery 

has been enjoying the outdoors, planting seeds, playing with 
water and learning in the garden.  Meanwhile inside the 
Nursery, there has been the most incredible transformation 
thanks to local artist and wonderful Mum, Holly Surplice. She 
has filled a blank corner with the most amazing underwater 
scene, focusing on a huge blue whale surrounded by colourful 
coral life.  Holly created this voluntarily for our children, 
taking her inspiration from the vibrant colours and exciting 
sea-creatures you rarely get to see in reality.  It has created a 
stimulating backdrop for our new story corner, inspiring our 
children and their imaginations. 

With Sports Day and our Leavers Ceremony just around the 
corner, we shall be wishing our rising 5’s well as they prepare 
for their next big step, onto ‘big school’.  The newly 
implemented learning journals, which are updated 
electronically and can be accessed by parents are sure to 
support parents, teachers and most importantly the kids  with 
getting ready for September! 

  
Finally, preparations are full-steam ahead for the Summer 

Fayre (25 June) and the Queen’s Birthday Picnic (12 June) The 
Nursery are making exciting contributions to both and look 
forward to seeing you there… 

 
Eugenie Streather 
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Barbecues and Eating Out 
The summer is here but not quite early enough for the 

recent Lower Shiplake Tasting Day on May 21st. The weather 
may have been dreary, with Gazebos protecting the goods 
and punters from the rain, 
but the day certainly was 
not. Extra stocks had to be 
sent for with The Corner 
Shop’s own branded 
preserves, pickles and 
jams and other local 
goods in demand, along 
with lots of plants and 
soap being sold. Kevin 
satisfied appetites and 
thirsts with samples of 
The Baskerville’s new 
wine list and parfees and 
delices from the seasonal 
menu. The butcher’s shop 
came up trumps again 
with plentiful ‘tastings’ of 
herb and spicy sausages and burgers…Keith has just what you 
need for your barbecues and is certainly a ‘step up’ from local 
supermarket fare. 

Part of having fun is eating out this time of year and we are 
spoilt for choice with four award winning restaurants and 
pubs on our doorstep. The Baskerville’s new menu has some 
n e w  a n g l e s  a l o n g s i d e  t h e i r  ‘ D a i l y 
Specials’ ( www.thebaskerville.com) and The Plowden Arms 
with Mathew and Ruth’s daily changing menu based on local 
produce, great beers and innovative cocktails. 
(www.plowdenarmsshiplake.co.uk ). They also have 
occasional quirky events. You should also check out Orwells 
with Liam and Ryan’s rural menus with a modern approach, 
again based on locally sourced seasonal produce 
( www.orwellsatshiplake.co.uk ).  Another local award 
winning pub is The Flowing Spring with Nick and Hazel’s fresh 
home-made food and great ales. Exciting and original events 
happen throughout the year, both inside and out, from live 
music in the garden to charity weekends, real ale festivals, 
barbecues, murder mystery nights, stand-up comedy nights 
and much more……..check-out their website 
(www.theflowingspringpub.co.uk ) for their latest events, 
along with  all the others above to make sure you have a good 
time this summer.  

 

Thames Path Challenge 
The Shiplake to Marlow stage of the Thames Path 20th 

Anniversary Walking Relay takes place on Sunday 17th July, 
starting from Shiplake Station at 10.00am. There is also  a 10K 
walk, jog or run on September 11th, starting and finishing at 
Mill Meadows, Henley. See www.thamespathchallenge.com 
for more details 
 

Maintain Hedges for Road Safety 

Overgrown hedges reduce road traffic visibility and restrict 
pavement space for pedestrians. Of particular concern are 
areas of Station Road and the Crowsley Road and Brocks Way 
intersection. 
 

Village Tee Shirts 
By popular request a tee shirt bearing the village logo has 

been produced and is on sale at the Corner Shop. 
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